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This year’s School of Dance Magazine focuses on success — of our students, our faculty and 
staff, and (especially in this issue) our fabulous alumni. Our lead story, Beautiful Balance (page 
4), highlights just a few of our recent graduates and tells their stories of how they are thriving, 
developing, and establishing themselves in all facets of the profession. They express that making 
a career in dance isn’t a matter of luck; it is professionalism, perseverance, positive attitude and a 
willingness to try new things. In the following stories and alumni updates, you will find how the 
Dance Nole Nation extends from coast to coast as well as overseas, and how we are represented 
in performance, administration, teaching, dance science, research and scholarship.

Our current students experiences are highlighted in the features on our programs in New York 
and Paris, special performances in the Ringling International Arts Festival, and the national 
festival of American College Dance Festival at the Kennedy Center.  You may have already read 
about our performance at the Ailey Citigroup Theater in the August issue of Dance Magazine, 
but we have a short teaser on that occasion in this issue also. 

No story of success would be complete without featuring our faculty and staff. We’ve got 
stories on Sally Sommer’s documentary Check your Body at the Door (page 16) and on a special 
tribute to Lynda Davis (page 25).  There is also a special feature on Dan Wagoner and former 
student Michele Fletcher’s film project shot at his farm in West Virginia (page 18).  Be sure to 
check out the list of upcoming visiting faculty beginning on page 8.

The pages dedicated to our nation’s only choreographic center in a university setting, the 
Maggie Allesee National Center for Choreography, include a retrospective on the past year, 
as well as a look forward to what is in store for the 2012-13 school year.  The impact of this 
program on the lives of our students as well as the field at large cannot be overstated.  

Last but not least, this issue offers the exceptional photography we have come to expect, and 
while it is in evidence everywhere in this magazine, it is especially prevalent in our Season in 
Photos (page 20).

We hope you enjoy the 2012 issue of our magazine.  Please remember to stay in touch!  These 
articles and updates do not write themselves. We need you to keep us updated and send us 
beautiful pictures, so that we may all remain connected and enjoy each other’s success! 
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There are too many successful former SOD 
students to highlight them all in one article. For 
the purposes of this article, we have featured just 
a few.

Visitors to this year’s Whitney Biennial in 
New York would likely have caught a glimpse 
of the School of Dance alumna Maggie Cloud 
(BFA 2010), performing in the rhythmic, 
meditative and demanding choreographic work 
by Sarah Michelson that took up the museum’s 
entire fourth floor. Other recent performances 
include Burr Johnson’s first evening-length 
concert at Danspace Project and Diana Crum’s 
Home at the Center for Performance Research 
in Brooklyn.

Cloud, like so many FSU School of Dance 
alumni, is building a career in dance that began 
with the close-knit FSU Dance community in 
New York and has expanded her experiences to 
include the larger dance world. As an alumna 
of the FSU in NYC Program, Cloud said, “I 
think the program allowed me to survey all that 
was going on in the city and begin to sprout 
roots in a community that I found to be both 
supportive and engaging. The artists and ideas 
that came through the Maggie Allesee National 
Center for Choreography similarly expanded 
my perception of process and work, which 
has lead me to pursue projects that continue 
to challenge and deepen my own notions of 
the form.” She’s “grateful to the incredible 

faculty at FSU for the rigorous training and 
the persistence it instilled, essentially preparing 
me to take on the demands of a career in 
performance.”

Like Cloud, alumnus Nate Buchsbaum (BFA 
2011) specifically credits his FSU professors 
with helping him to develop a work ethic that 
is now carrying him through a demanding 
tour and performance schedule. Buchsbaum 
is currently working with Pilobolus Dance 
Theater on a show called Shadowland; the show 
is touring Germany, Switzerland, Austria, and 
Belgium through mid-October.

“The most important way FSU prepared me 
for this job was by giving me a solid and varied 
base of training with which I have been able 
to continue to train,” he said. “It’s easy to get 
burnt out, and they taught me to be adaptable, 
versatile, and to budget my time and energy in 
ways that allow me to perform continuously.”

“The school essentially was my doorway 
into the profession. Prior to attending FSU I 
was under the false impression that dance was 
an exclusive trade that one had to sort of be 
born into. The fact that I could actually study 
and get a degree in what I love to do changed 
everything.”

Tori Sparks (BFA 1999) described herself as 
shy while at FSU, still finding out who she was. 
She emerged “with a terrific technical base to 
launch [herself ] into the field,” as she turned 

her sights to New York. 
Sparks says she “was always involved in other 

art forms besides dance. Being a part of FSU’s 
Dance Repertory Theatre allowed me to see 
the fusion of multiple forms. Then the hands-
on experience in school of designing lights, 
costumes, and music also allowed me to explore 
myself creatively as I began to understand that 
what excited me about choreography and 
performing also existed in other realms. I 
therefore never felt limited.”

Sparks has gained significant notoriety 
lately for her performance as Lady MacBeth 
in Punchdrunk’s cult hit Sleep No More. In 
this immersive version of MacBeth, the cast -– 
“largely made up of some of the most fearless 
dancers around,” according to the New York 
Times — surrounds the audience as they move 
through rooms in a westside warehouse set. 

If Sparks’ time at FSU didn’t specifically 
prepare her for this volatile, vulnerable role, it’s 
only because, she says, “nothing but life and 
experience” could have.

“Lynda Davis said to me at graduation, ‘You 
will have to cue yourself, Tori. No one will be 
there to do it for you.’ So I have and still do. I 
listen, write down and make note of everything 
that is said and directed to me. And I try 
everything. I choose work that challenges me, 
asks me to do things I have never done before.

“I think it’s wonderful now that the School 

BEAUTIFUL BALANCE: PROFESSIONALS IN NY AND BEYOND

“I think the program 
allowed me to survey 
all that was going on 
in the city and begin 

to sprout roots in 
a community that 
I found to be both 

supportive and 
engaging. ” 

— Maggie Cloud
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BEAUTIFUL BALANCE: PROFESSIONALS IN NY AND BEYOND

of Dance has expanded to encompass the New 
York downtown dance scene,” Sparks said. 
“It’s important that students get this kind of 
exposure so they can understand where they 
might find their niche.”

Alumnus Darrell Jones (MFA 1995) has 
just received tenure at Columbia College in 
Chicago. He  is spending the 2012-13 year 
on sabbatical,  with an intense performance 
schedule.  In preparation, he spent time this past 
summer at MANCC working on an extension 
of Ralph Lemon’s How Can You Stay in the 
House All Day and Not Go Anywhere.  The work 
will debut at Troy, New York’s Experimental 
Media and Performing Arts Center (EMPAC) 
in November. He is also working with 
choreographer B.B. Miller to debut A History 
at Ohio State in September. This work will tour 
nationally in 2013. 

Jones says he’s struck by the different 
directions he and his classmates have gone since 
graduation.   “I think about Onye Ozuzu, who 
is now my boss at Columbia College, or James 
Frazier, who is now Interim Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs at Virginia Commonwealth 
and Co-Dean of the American Dance Festival  
School. These were people in my cohort. It’s 
just amazing to me to see the breadth of the 
things they’re doing,” he says. “We all went 
through the same training, and we share the 
same vocabulary, but we’ are very diverse in the 

type of work we’re making, and in the direction 
this profession has taken us. I’m surprised at my 
colleagues and I’m surprised at myself.”

Kit McDaniel (BFA 2009) is another good 
example of one who embodies the School of 
Dance’s comprehensive mission. She specifically 
credits faculty members Dan Wagoner, Gerri 
Houlihan and Jen Atkins, and is a well-spoken 
advocate of the entire program and all it’s done 
for her.

“It’s hard when you’re going through 
the program to have perspective on what’s 
happening to you.” She realizes “each year that 
I’m in the city and not at school anymore, I 
draw more and more from what I learned while 
I was at FSU. I feel like I had a really fantastic 
foundation of experiences and training.” She 
went on to say, “I now have knowledge of 
dance history, of what’s come before and what’s 
going on now that goes beyond studio life and 
performance. It was extremely fulfilling.”

Since being in New York, McDaniel has 
danced with Larry Keigwin, Judy & Ellen 
Dennis, Catherine Miller, Mark Dendy, Kirstin 
Kapustik (MFA 2009) and Lucy York Struever, 
among others; she’s currently dancing with 
Keigwin & Company and Kirstin Kapustik & 
Dancers. She’s the dancer you see on the cover 
of faculty member Tom Welsh’s Conditioning 
for Dancers. Since she’s focused on the myriad 
administrative and marketing skills that she can 

Opposite page:  Maggie Cloud in Diana Crum’s 
Home. Photo by Ian Douglas iwdouglas.com.

Top: Tori Sparks as Lady MacBeth, with Eric 
Jackson, who plays MacBeth, in Punchdrunk’s 
Production of Sleep No More. Photo by Yaniv 
Schulman. 

Darrell Jones rehearses Ralph Lemon’s Four 
Walls. Photo by Chris Cameron.



bring to the table, it’s doubtful McDaniel has been out of work a day since arriving in New 
York. 

It was during a master class at FSU with Monica Bill Barnes that McDaniel picked up words 
she says she lives by: that it’s not just about dancing; being a successful professional means 
being helpful and insightful in all areas of dance. Barnes told the class that as long as they had 
to take jobs outside of dancing, concentrating that work within the dance world would take 
them a long way. McDaniel has handled marketing for Keigwin and Company for two years.   

She says she realized in school “a smart dancer is a dancer who can be fierce on stage but also 
has common sense and knowledge in other areas. 

“It’s about not undermining the other skills you pick up along the way. Things like learning 
about social media and Photoshop,” McDaniel explains. “If you run a company and you’re 
auditioning dancers, and it’s down to two people, why wouldn’t you want to hire the dancer 
who also knows how to run the lightboard? At FSU I learned about work ethic, etiquette 
and responsibility – and it all really comes in handy. Combine that with MANCC, which 
constantly exposed us to new, fresh, different work, and you can see that the program really 
strikes a beautiful balance. If it weren’t for MANCC, I think we’d all be a little more lost 
coming to the contemporary world.” 

 “The training was fantastic,” McDaniel concludes. “I’m thankful for it.”

NO HERO TRIPTYCH 
JOURNEYS  TO 
TALLAHASSEE 

School of Dance Alumna Aline 
Wachsmuth (BFA 2008) appeared this 
summer in No Hero, a new project by 
San Francisco’s Foundry Artistic Director 
and MANCC Choreographic Fellow 
Alex Ketley. The combination video/
performance piece featured video from 
Ketley and Wachsmuch’s monthlong trek 
through the western U.S., during which 
they stopped to talk with and pay tribute 
to local people, examining the effect dance 
has – or does not have – on their lives. 

No Hero is a meditation on American 
life that leaves the studio behind and 
captures Wachsmuth’s dancing at 
various points throughout the West – 
shopping malls, mountain meadows, 
rural towns and hotel lobbies. The video 
features interviews with locals from 
Death Valley to Oregon about the role 
dance plays in their lives, interspersed 
with clips of Wachsmuch’s movements 
against the backdrop of their reactions 
(or lack of reactions). Once back at 
the Foundry’s home in San Francisco, 
Wachsmuth joined dancer Sarah Dione 
Woods onstage, their live performance 
intertwined and interacting with the 
video.

Now this innovative work is on its way 
to Tallahassee. Wachsmuth plans a two-
week re-staging residency where she will 
adapt the work for ten female performers. 
Ketley has a fall 2012 MANCC Media 
Fellowship and will join the faculty as a 
visiting artist in ballet in Spring 2013 (see 
page 9).

“A smart dancer is a dancer who can be 
fierce on stage but also has common 
sense and knowledge in other areas.”

-Kit McDaniel

Kit McDaniel with Brandon Cournay. Photo by Matthew Murphy. 
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 » Christine Bergeron (MFA 1998) 
is Director of Dance in the Texas A&M 
University Department of Health and 
Kinesiology and is co-artistic director of 
the Armstrong/Bergeron Dance Company 
(ABDC).  Her work has been presented 
in New York, California, Illinois, Florida, 
Ohio, Texas and Mexico.

 » Maria Caruso (BFA  2000) is Chair 
of the Performing Arts Department at 
La Roche College, as well a Founder and 
Director of Bodiography Contemporary 
Ballet.

 » Cari Martin Coble (MFA 2001) is 
Assistant Professor of Dance at Jacksonville 
University and Director of MFA Returning 
Professionals program, which has just 
graduated its first class. 

 » Terence Duncan (MFA 2006) has 
completed his second year as Coordinator 
of the dance program at the County College 
of Morris. He performed at the West End 
Theater in New York and in Norfolk, 
Virginia as part of the OP Sail Festival with 
the New York Baroque Dance Company. 

 » Wanda Ebright (MFA 1995) is 
Associate Professor of Dance and Chair 
of the Department of Visual, Performing 
and Communication Arts at Johnson 
C. Smith University. She also serves as 
Artistic Director of The Wanda Project, a 
contemporary dance company.  

 » James Frazier (MFA 1994) is Associate 
Professor of Dance and Choreography 
and Interim Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs at Virginia Commonwealth 
University. He also serves as Co-Dean of the 
School of the American Dance Festival at 
Duke University.  

 » Alora Haynes (MFA 1985) is Co-
Founder and Co-Director of The Dance 
Theatre of Santa Fe and Fine Arts Chair 
at Santa Fe College. She has served on 
the board of directors of the Florida 
Dance Association and is currently the 
organization’s board president. 

 » Catherine Horta-Hayden (MFA 1998) 
is Associate Professor of Dance in Towson 
University’s Department of Dance. She 
also served as the Artistic Director of the 
Towson University Dance Company from 
2000-2007. Catherine served as Assistant 
Provost for Academic Affairs at Towson 
University from 2007 - 2010.

 » Tennille Lambert (MFA 2005) is the 
Chair of Dance on the San Jacinto, CA 
Campus of Mt. San Jacinto College. 

 » Susan Taylor Lennon (MM 1972) is 
Professor and Chair of the Department of 
Speech, Theatre & Dance at the University 
of Tampa. In 2007, she received the Louise 
Loy Hunter Award, the highest official 
honor that can be bestowed on a faculty 
member at The University of Tampa.

 » Onye Ozuzu (MFA 1997) is Chair 
of the Department of Dance at Columbia 
College Chicago. 

 » Brian Palmer (MFA 2001) is currently 
Assistant Professor of Dance and Director 
of Dance Studies at Jacksonville University, 
and adjunct faculty at Douglas Anderson 
School of the Arts.

 » Amelia Rogers Pelton (MFA 1990) is 
the Director of Dance at Georgia College 
in Milledgeville.  She performed with FSU 
alumna Jennifer Davis Mason (BFA 2006) 
and her husband Robert, co-directors of 
Atlanta City Gate Theatre Dance Company, 
at this year’s GC Spring Concert.

 » Jennifer Pontius (MFA 1996) is 
Associate Professor of Dance at the Sam 
Houston State University Dance program. 
She is Dance Program Coordinator. 

 » Valerie Gamon Robertson (MFA 1997) 
is Director of Dance at Stonehill College 
in Massachusetts, where she has taught for 
eight years; she has developed the  Stonehill 
Dance Company, which performs each 
semester on campus and a number of times 
in Boston. 

 » Bridget Bleisten Roosa (MFA 2002) is 
Associate Professor of Dance and Director 
of Dance Studies at Agnes Scott College.

 » Suzanne Salapa (MFA 1993) is 
Professor and Program Director of Dance at 
Valencia College. 

 » Ellen Rosa Taylor (MFA 1999) is 
Chair of the Dance Department at Idyllwild 
Arts Academy. 

 » Joe Taylor (MFA 1998) is Professor of 
Dance and the Dance Program Coordinator 
of Northwest Florida State College in 
Niceville, FL.

 » Sharon Vasquez (BFA 1974 and MFA 
1976) is Provost at Hartford University; 
she was previously Dean and Professor 
in the College of Fine, Performing and 
Communication Arts at Wayne State 
University and is past President of the 
Council of Dance Administrators.

ALUMNI LEADERS IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
An impressive list of School of Dance alumni who have gone on to careers as administrators in higher education:

Above (From Right to Left): Christine Bergeron,  Maria Caruso, Cari Martin Coble,  Wanda Ebright, James 
Frazier,  Catherine Horta-Hayden,  Onye Ozuzu,  Brian Palmer, Bridget Bleisten Roosa, and  Sharon Vasquez

This page highlights those who are 
serving in administrative capacities in higher 
education institutions, while those who are 
working as faculty members are listed on 
page 26. If your name should be listed in 
either place and it’s not here, make sure to get 
in touch with us so that you can be listed in a 
future issue of this magazine.

— Patty Phillips and Russell Sandifer
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TYRONE BROOKS 
BALLET GUEST | FALL 2012

Mr. Brooks was a principal dancer with the Dance 
Theatre of Harlem for 18 years.  In the following 
seven years he served on the DTH School faculty and 
as the Associate Director of the Dancing Through 
Barriers Ensemble, and also served as a teaching artist 
in the New York City public school system. Mr. Brooks 
then moved to the Virginia School of the Arts as the 
Director of Community Dance, and later as Executive 
Director.  After leaving VSA, he free-lanced in a variety 
of communities, including time with our program. 
Mr. Brooks was with us as a guest teacher in ballet in 
the spring of 2010 and for our 2011 Summer Dance 
Intensive. This past year Mr. Brooks served as Director 
of Education at the New Orleans Ballet Association, and 
this past summer he taught for the Dance Theatre of 
Harlem Summer Workshop at the Detroit Opera House 
in Detroit, MI.

Daniel Cliffton is a BFA Alumnus and New York 
choreographer and performer. Clifton’s dances have 
been presented at Dancenow/NYC, Dance Off, Hollins 
University, Florida State University, The Kitchen, FAUT 
BRULER POUR BRILLER/YOU GOT TO BURN 
TO SHINE, The A.W.A.R.D. Show!, American Dance 
Festival, Brooklyn Arts Exchange, Dancespace, North 
Carolina School of the Arts and WAX. Clifton has 
taught at Dance Space Center (DNA), Lehman College, 
Hollins University, Sarah Lawrence College, North 
Carolina School of the Arts and the ADF. Clifton was a 
member of Nicholas Leichter Dance from 1999 to 2006, 
and in 2004 created AnD Dance with Aaron Draper. 
While in New York City, he has worked with Julia Ritter 
Performance Group, photographer Tony Jones, visual 
artist Tunga, comedian Pam Ann and the New York 
Historical Society. Clifton earned his MFA in Dance 
from Hollins University/ADF. 

DANIEL CLIFTON  
MODERN GUEST | FALL 2012

WE LOOK FORWARD TO A YEAR OF EXCITING EXPERIENCES WITH FIVE GUEST 
ARTISTS WHO WILL EACH BE WITH US FOR ONE-TERM TEACHING RESIDENCIES. 
2012-2013 PROMISES TO BE AN ENRICHING YEAR FOR OUR STUDENT ARTISTS 
WITH THIS LINE-UP OF DIVERSE APPROACHES TO DANCE AND DANCE STUDIES. 
MORE DETAILED BIOGRAPHIES AND OTHER INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AT  
WWW.DANCE.FSU.EDU/GUEST-ARTISTS.

— Patty Phillips

VISITING FACULTY FOR 2012-13
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CRISTINA ROSA  
DANCE HISTORY SCHOLAR | SPRING 2013

Dr. Cristina Rosa is an interdisciplinary artist and a scholar in the field of dance studies, 
and returns for her second spring semester. Her areas of interest include Afro-Brazilian 
movement practices and contemporary dance forms. Educated in both the United States 
and Brazil, Rosa holds a PhD in Culture and Performance from UCLA and a graduate 
certificate in Ethnic and Racial Studies and African Culture from Universidade Federal 
da Bahia in Salvador. Rosa was a collaborator at Universidade de Brasília’s Centro de 
Documentação e Pesquisa em Dança - Eros Volúsia, and previously taught at California 
Institute of the Arts, University of California, Los Angeles, and University of Wisconsin-
Madison. Her forthcoming book “Swing Nation: Ginga aesthetic, Brazilian Bodies and 
their Choreographies of Identification” examines how Afro-Brazilians have employed 
movement as a form of cultural identity. Summer and Fall 2012, Rosa was a fellow at Free 
University of Berlin’s International Research Center.

RODGER BELMAN 
MODERN GUEST | SPRING 2013

 
Rodger holds a MFA degree in Dance from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  He 
danced with Laura Dean Dancers and Musicians for six years and now re-stages Dean’s 
masterworks. He also performed in the companies of Twyla Tharp, Rachel Lampert, Mark 
Taylor, Joy Kellman, and Kristin Jackson. As an American Dance Festival faculty member, 
he has traveled internationally on their behalf to work with ADF festivals in China and 
South Korea. He has also taught at numerous institutions in the US, including University 
of North Carolina – Greensboro, George Mason University, the Milwaukee Ballet, the 
Dance Theatre of Harlem, University of Georgia, East Carolina University, Long Island 
University, the University of Mary Washington and Hollins University, as well as six years 
as a dance educator for the New York City Board of Education.  His choreography has 
been presented in venues across the U.S. Photo by Sara D. Davis

ALEX KETLEY 
BALLET GUEST | SPRING 2013

Formerly with the San Francisco Ballet, Alex Ketley has performed a wide range of 
classical and contemporary works throughout the world. In 1998 he co-founded The 
Foundry, a contemporary dance company based in San Francisco. As a choreographer 
independent of The Foundry, Mr. Ketley has been commissioned to create works for 
companies throughout the US and Europe, and has received acknowledgement from the 
Hubbard Street 2 National Choreographic Competition, the International Choreographic 
Competition of the Festival des Arts de Saint-Saveaur, the National Choo-San Goh Award, 
the inaugural Princess Grace Award for Choreography, the BNC National Choreographic 
Competition, three CHIME Awards, and two Maggie Allesee National Center for 
Choreography residencies. His work for AXIS Dance Company won an Isadora Duncan 
Award for Best Ensemble Performance and was performed on So You Think You Can 
Dance. He has also created work for Ballet Leipzig in Germany and the Juilliard School in 
New York, and was the sole artist to receive the National Eben Demarest Award. In 2011 
he collaborated with Katie Faulkner, Manuelito Biag, and Kara Davis on Terra Incognita: 
Revisited and won two separate Isadora Duncan Awards. In 2004, he founded The San 
Francisco Conservatory of Dance and serves as an advisor, teacher, and the resident 
choreographer.
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MANCC ARTIST KYLE ABRAHAM CHARMS STUDENTS; RETURNING 
FOR SEVEN DAYS PERFORMANCE  
By Amelia Moore

MANCC Choreographic Fellow 
Kyle Abraham came into his 2012 
February residency with a bang 
and left with a fan base. Florida 
State School of Dance students 
had several opportunities to engage 
with Abraham and his company, 
Abraham in Motion (A.I.M.), on 
multiple levels during the spring 
residency. The up-and-coming and 
in-demand artist worked non-stop 
and made the most of his time 
during his 10-day residency. 

Students fell in love with Abraham’s welcoming style. He and his 
collaborators were seen around Montgomery Hall walking to their 
morning warm-ups, cutting jokes, always congenial, always with 
smiles. He didn’t hide out in the Black Box, and the curtains were 
usually open for curious students to watch rehearsals in Studio 404.  

Abraham focused on the new work Boyz N The Hood: Pavement. 
It’s inspired by John Singleton’s 1991 film of the same name and 
W.E.B. Dubois classic essay, The Souls of Black Folk, and set to a sound 
score that mixes Philippe Jaroussky’s operatic Carestini: The Story of a 
Castrato with the sounds of an urban city. Boyz pays comedic homage 
to the bold Kris Kross/backward jeans and high-top fade era in hip-hop 
while reflecting on the growths and losses of Pittsburgh’s historically 
black neighborhoods, Homewood and the Hill District. During his 
residency, Abraham met with Hernan Ramirez, Assistant Professor in 
FSU’s Department of Sociology and Alisha Gaines, Assistant Professor 
in FSU’s Department of English, to explore the themes of race and 
minority relations in his work.

MFA candidate Trent Williams and BFA candidate Yeman Brown 
worked as rehearsal assistants, helping Abraham in a variety of capacities 
including learning/manipulating movement vocabulary, taking notes, 

offering feedback on particular themes in the piece, and running sound 
for the informal showing. MA student Tabytha Bates not only had the 
opportunity to observe Abraham’s work and give critical feedback, but 
also to engage one-on-one with Abraham’s collaborator, Pittsburgh-
based A.I.M. Educational Outreach Coordinator Maritza Mosquera. 

Abraham and his dancers took MFA candidate Lauren Slone’s 
morning ballet classes as a warm-up for their daily, intensive rehearsal 
process. Slone turned these visitations into teachable moments, 
having Abraham’s collaborators talk about their experiences in New 
York, studio sizes, and other concerns dancers need to anticipate after 
graduation. 

“Dancing with professional dancers who have been doing this 
for awhile really taught me a lot about new approaches to dance,” 
said BFA candidate Gwendolyn Petry. “It was great to see how they 
interpreted the movement vocabulary that we had been learning and 
how they applied themselves to it.” 

Abraham taught phrases from Boyz that were created in-residence 
and led students through a few of the improvisational score structures 
he uses as choreographic tools. The informal session was an opportunity 
for students to ask questions about the real dance world and for 
Abraham to offer his advice. BFA candidate Hannah Barnard said 
“Kyle and his dancers provided very helpful information and advice 
concerning the transition from college to what lies beyond.”

Boyz was previewed March 22-24, 2012 at Danspace Project’s Parallels 
series of performances, panel discussions, and film screenings focused 
on questions of black dance, identity, and postmodern performance. 
Parallels marks the 30th anniversary of Ishmael Houston-Jones’s 
original, groundbreaking 1982 Parallels, which brought together eight 
then-emerging black experimentalist choreographers. Boyz will be 
presented in its final form at the 2013 FSU Seven Days of Opening 
Nights Festival in February, giving Abraham and his collaborators 
another chance to engage with students, faculty and local audiences.

Above: Jeremy Neal performs choreographed segments for School of Dance students to reproduce during a improvisational Black Box session.   
Photo by Chris Cameron
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Major support for the 2011-2012 Season was provided 

by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, with additional 

support from the National Endowment for the Arts.

For more information on each residency, including 

photography, video highlights and audio interviews,  

please visit our website at                  

ANN CARLSON (CA/MA) 

LIVING LEGACY | SEPTEMBER 8 - 16, 2011
Ash and Artifact: What the Body Knows  
While in residence, Carlson re-learned her work created between 1984 and 2003, 
engaging in daily reflections with faculty, students and community members to 
explore the way a work changes and develops in regards to time, physical ability, 
and perception.  She rehearsed the materials through short, impromptu “bursts” in 
dance, theater and performance art classes across campus, enabling opportunities 
for reflection with another generation of audiences and art-makers.  The residency 
culminated with an informal showing accompanied by the FSU College of Music’s 
Eppes String Quartet, of Carlson’s Balcony, Blanket, Grass, Bird, Rodeo, and Premiere, 
which had never previously been presented together in one evening. 

Carlson performs a reconstructed segment of Grass.  
Photo by Bridget Williams.

DAVID NEUMANN (NY) 

NEW YORK LIVE ARTS PARTNERSHIP | OCTOBER 18 - NOVEMBER 2, 2011 
Restless Eye
Neumann returned to MANCC to develop Restless Eye, later described by Dance 
Critic Claudia La Rocco in the New York Times as “a powerful work, and a resonant 
one, showing Mr. Neumann once again to be an astute, sensitive observer of the 
human condition in all its funny and desperate and, finally, beautiful frailty.”  While 
in residence, Neumann and collaborating playwright Sibyl Kempson met with Dr. 
Karin Brewster, director of the FSU Center for Demography and Population Health, 
to discuss using statistical models in the developmental process. Neumann sourced 
a variety of data sets and statistics based on everyday phenomena and shared his 
investigations through open rehearsals with the local community, FSU students and 
students at Sarah Lawrence College via Skype. 

Neumann’s collaborators share Restless Eye work-in-progress.  
Photo by Al Hall.

MORGAN THORSON (MN) 

RETURNING CHOREOGRAPHIC FELLOW | DECEMBER 6 - 16, 2011  
Spaceholder Festival
Thorson returned to MANCC to explore an ensemble dance that invents and presents 
movement as choreographic artifact while exploring the concepts and realities of fat 
and trash. MFA student Loren Davidson served as a dramaturg for the residency, 
helping Thorson to research relevant themes and assisting with engagements 
with local Auctioneer Joseph Kikta and faculty from the FSU Department of 
Anthropology. Archaeologist Dr. Bonnie McEwan hosted Thorson and her 
collaborators at Mission San Luis, where they explored and discussed themes of 
excavation and preservation. Sound Designer and Composer Sxip Shirey wove aural 
rhythms from auctioneering, sonic burial, and excavation into a “found sound” score 
for the piece. Spaceholder Festival premiered at the Red Eye Theater in Minneapolis in 
July 2012.

Thorson and her collaborators tour the Mission San Luis Archaeology Lab with Dr. 
McEwan. Photo by Chris Cameron

Maggie Allesee 
National Center for 

Choreography 
 

2011-2012 
Season Highlights 
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EMILY JOHNSON (MN) 

RETURNING CHOREOGRAPHIC FELLOW | JANUARY 16 - FEB 6, 2012 
Niicugni (Listen)
Johnson returned to Tallahassee for her second residency at MANCC to further the 
development of the performance/installation Niicugni (Listen). The work equates the 
land we live on with the cells that comprise our bodies and calls upon audiences to 
remember that land is alive with ancestry, memory, and possibility. Guided in part 
by her initial inspiration for the work, the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act and 
resulting map of her families’ land parcel, Johnson engaged with FSU Geography 
Professor Victor Mesev and Map Quilt Artist and FAMU Professor of Architecture 
Valerie Goodwin. Johnson and her team of collaborators worked with community 
groups (knitters, gardeners, and wind instrument players) to incorporate found 
movement by local participants into the work-in-progress showing. MANCC will 
host the world premiere of Niicugni (Listen) in September 2012 with FSU’s 7 Days of 
Opening Nights Festival.  

Johnson talks with a group of knitters from the local Tallahassee community.  
Photo by Al Hall.

KYLE ABRAHAM (NY) 

CHOREOGRAPHIC FELLOW | FEBRUARY 6 - 16, 2012
Boyz N The Hood: Pavement (Working Title) 
Abraham’s Boyz draws its name from W.E.B. Dubois’ classic essay The Souls of Black 
Folk and is set to a sound score that mixes Jaroussky’s operatic score with sounds of an 
urban city. While in residence, Abraham developed extensive movement vocabulary 
and met with FSU scholars to explore themes in the new work including race and 
minority relations.  Abraham engaged School of Dance students as rehearsal assistants 
and as participants in his rehearsal process.  He hosted a student improvisational jam 
and dialogue session and shared a work-in-progress at a School of Dance Forum.  
Boyz N The Hood: Pavement will be presented in 2013 as part of FSU’s 7 Days of 
Opening Nights Festival.

Abraham works with his collaborators on material for Boyz N The Hood: Pavement. 
Photo by Chris Cameron.

MEGAN MAYER (MN) 

PARTNERSHIP PROJECT: MCKNIGHT ARTIST FELLOW | FEB 12 - 25, 2012 
Soft Fences (Working Title)
Through a lens both personal and collective, Mayer explored the themes of transition, 
displacement, and isolated experience. While in residence, she engaged in extensive 
research related to space travel and the psychological states of astronauts as a 
concrete example of displacement through extreme journey and re-entry, orbit, and 
the physical state of “being between gravity and momentum.” Mayer’s entrypoints 
included a visit to the Kennedy Space Center, a personal interview with former 
astronaut Norman Thagard and a tour of Tallahassee’s Challenger Learning Center. 
She synthesized these experiences along with her collaborators to generate movement 
vocabulary, a sound score, and video footage for this latest work. The residency 
culminated with an informal showing and dialogue. 

This residency was supported in part by The McKnight Foundation in partnership 
with Springboard for the Arts. 

Dr. Norman Thagard discusses space travel with Megan Mayer.  
Photo by Kevin Obsatz.
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NIKI COUSINEAU (PA) 

DANCE ADVANCE PARTNERSHIP | MARCH 26 - APRIL 7, 2012 
Choreographic Studies
This residency concluded a year-long reflective process for Cousineau 
aimed at questioning habits surrounding her own movement invention 
and opening up a dialogue with others about her creative practice. Highly 
acclaimed performer, educator and choreographer Peggy Baker served as a 
mentor for Cousineau during the residency, providing innovative tools to 
stretch Cousineau’s movement creation practices.  While in residence, Baker 
taught School of Dance master classes for all dance majors. The residency 
culminated in an informal showing and dialogue session in a School of 
Dance forum, in which Cousineau, Baker and performer Scott McPheeters 
discussed mentorship and shared movement material generated during the 
residency.

This partnership project was made possible in part with support from The 
Pew Center for Arts & Heritage through Dance Advance.

Cousineau and McPheeters share movement developed in residence at the 
School of Dance forum. Photo by Al Hall.   

DEGANIT SHEMY (NY) 

RETURNING CHOREOGRAPHIC FELLOW | APRIL 8 - 21, 2012 
Hungry Kite
Shemy, now based in Israel, returned to MANCC for the second of a two-part 
residency series to develop Hungry Kite, which examines issues of self-judgment, 
guilt, and self-consciousness, as well as unrealistic ideals and stereotypes. Shemy 
initiated a new collaboration with Video Artist Jim Findlay and focused on the 
significant lighting, projection, and video components of the piece during the 
residency. Hungry Kite premiered at The Chocolate Factory in June 2012.

Shemy collaborator Denisa Musilova rehearses Hungry Kite with live footage in the 
background. Photo by Chris Cameron.

MONICA BILL BARNES (NY) 

MEDIA FELLOWSHIP PROJECT | 2012 
Ira Glass Collaboration
Barnes has been interested in moving outside the traditional dance field and 
exploring what possibilities exist when developing material for radio, theater, 
and dance.  In the spring of 2012, Barnes engaged in a series of dialogues 
and experiences with Ira Glass, the host of This American Life.  Ira Glass led a 
post-show conversation in March 2012 with Barnes about Suddenly Summer 
Somewhere, the work she developed during her first MANCC Choreographic 
Fellowship.  In May 2012, Barnes and her performers participated in a live 
broadcast performance at the Skirball Center for Performing Arts, which was 
shared via satellite to more than 500 movie theaters across the United States. 
Video and photos from the performance can be found at thisamericanlife.
org. The outcomes of these ongoing investigations, both public and private, 
will inform Barnes’ 2013 MANCC residency.

Barnes and her collaborators with Ira Glass at the Skirball Center for 
Performing Arts. Photo by Adrianne Mathiowetz.
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PENELOPE FREEH (MN) 

PARTNERSHIP PROJECT: MCKNIGHT ARTIST FELLOW | MAY 6 - 19, 2012 
Slippery Fish
Freeh was in residence to explore her first work with original musical composition. 
2010 McKnight Artist Fellows, Composer Jocelyn Hagen and Soprano Carrie 
Henneman Shaw joined her in developing an original score for the piece. Freeh 
was inspired by flora and fauna images from a research trip to Wakulla Springs 
with collaborator Patrick Corbin, using these as well as text to create movement 
vocabulary. Drawing on Liz Lerman’s Critical Response Process, dialogue was 
facilitated with students and community members after both an open rehearsal and 
informal showing.

This residency was supported in part by The McKnight Foundation in partnership 
with Springboard for the Arts.  

Collaborators Carrie Henneman Shaw and Patrick Corbin with Freeh in rehearsal 
for Slippery Fish. Photo by Chris Cameron.

YANIRA CASTRO (NY) 

MEDIA FELLOWSHIP PROJECT | MAY 21 - 27, 2012 
The People to Come
Castro came to MANCC to test and refine The People to Come website, a 
participatory site that asks local community members to submit photos, text, and 
video to inform live performance. The work initiated from a solo choreographed by 
Castro, which is radically altered in each performance by dancers based on material 
contributed by the communities surrounding the performance site. Community 
members, animation students and dance students were invited to contribute to 
and inform the development of the website and then invited back to the informal 
showing to see their submissions transformed into movement by performer Luke 
Miller. For more information, please explore the project site at thepeopletocome.org. 

Luke Miller performs material created from community participant submissions. 
Photo by Chris Cameron

JACK FERVER (NY) 

CHOREOGRAPHIC FELLOW | MAY 23 - JUNE 8, 2012 

All of a Sudden
Ferver began the initial stages of development for a new production loosely inspired 
by Tennessee Williams’ Suddenly Last Summer.  While in residence, Ferver focused on 
creating movement vocabulary and script, exploring his thesis of the similarities between 
artist/dramaturg and patient/therapist relationships. Dramaturg and performer Joshua 
Lubin-Levy joined Ferver in residence to explore themes of insanity, memory, and 
relationships. The pair used case studies of intimate mother/son relationships and the 
insights from FSU Theater professor and Williams scholar Elizabeth Osborne to shape the 
work. All of a Sudden premieres in May 2013 at The Abrons Art Center in New York.

Lubin-Levy and Ferver in a work-in-progress of All of a Sudden. Photo by Al Hall

HOLLY JOHNSTON (CA) 

CHOREOGRAPHIC FELLOW | JUNE 12 - 24, 2012
BORDERLINE 
Johnston began work on BORDERLINE, a new piece which focuses on themes of 
codependence, narcissism, intimacy, and the female body as consumable. Johnston 
worked extensively with Dr. K. Anders Ericcson, a Conradi Eminent Scholar and 
Professor of Psychology at FSU, to examine questions of developing expertise as a 
contemporary dancer. Through intensive physical training and rigorous rehearsals 
with creative exercises aimed at unveiling emotions embedded in the body, Johnston 
examined the neurological dimensions of using dance as an expressive medium. 

Johnston and collaborators work through a creative problem-solving exercise. 
Photo by Al Hall.
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RALPH LEMON (NY)
LIVING LEGACY

JULY 30 - AUGUST 11, 2012

ALEX KETLEY (CA)
MEDIA FELLOWSHIP PROJECT

FALL 2012

MIGUEL GUTIERREZ (NY)
RETURNING CHOREOGRAPHIC FELLOW

AUGUST 27 - SEPTEMBER 2, 2012

EMILY JOHNSON (MN)
RETURNING CHOREOGRAPHIC FELLOW

SEPTEMBER 9 - 23, 2012

REGGIE WILSON (NY)
HATCHERY PROJECT ARTIST

OCTOBER 14 - 27, 2012

OKWUI OKPOKWASILI (NY)
CHOREOGRAPHIC FELLOW

OCTOBER 29 - NOVEMBER 17, 2012

CHRIS YON (MN)
PARTNERSHIP PROJECT:  
MCKNIGHT ARTIST FELLOW

NOVEMBER 26 - DECEMBER 2, 2012

APRIL SELLERS (MN)
PARTNERSHIP PROJECT:  
MCKNIGHT ARTIST FELLOW

FEBRUARY 25-MARCH 9, 2013

MONICA BILL BARNES (NY)
RETURNING CHOREOGRAPHIC FELLOW

MARCH 18-31, 2013

KOOSIL-JA (NY)
VISITING ARTIST

APRIL 1 - 14, 2013

DAYNA HANSON (WA)
VISITING ARTIST

MAY 13-25, 2013

With support from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Miguel Gutierrez and Emily Johnson will return to FSU to finish developing 
work that began here last year.  This offers an unparalleled opportunity for the artists, but also for the students and community 
members to see work move from incubation to final production. Stay tuned for more information throughout the year to engage 
with these artists and this exceptional work. —Jennifer Calienes, MANCC Director

MANCC
VISITING ARTISTS 

2012-2013
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FSU Faculty member, dance historian and writer Sally Sommer’s 
critically acclaimed film Check Your Body at the Door is an important 
artifact of 1990s club house music dancers that New Yorker critic Joan 
Acocella called “a movie you have to see.” Sommer served as Executive 
Producer of the film, which premiered in New York in September 2011 
at Peridance’s Salvatore Capezio Theatre.

The film also appeared as part of Dance on 
Camera film festival in New York in January 2012 
and is playing around the country. This spring, 
it was nominated for Outstanding Documentary 
at the 2012 Fred and Adele Astaire Awards. The 
awards were established in 1982 to recognize dance 
on Broadway as well as films and documentaries. 

Check Your Body at the Door chronicles 
underground house dancers and dancing in the 
1990s in New York City. Featuring interviews and 
rare dance footage with legendary house dancers, 
the film follows a group of master free-stylists to 
the clubs, to their jobs and in their everyday lives.  
Filmed on location and in a studio against a white 
background, in silhouette or in light pools, the 
one-hour documentary reveals the virtuosity of this eclectic urban dance 
style.  

Sommer says the Check Your Body at the Door project began “because 
nobody was paying serious attention to the dancers.  The club footage 
that existed showed hundreds of torsos bouncing to loud music under 
multicolored lights.”  

But as a dance journalist and social dance historian, Sommer saw 
something different at David Mancuso’s Loft in 1982, where she first 
went with dancer Archie Burnett: “I saw amazing artists and dancing 
in the dark.  I longed for a dance film that showed the entire body and 
placed dancers at the heart of the matter.”

NPR called the film “a landmark documentary (that) delineates how 
virtuosity becomes identity.” The project 
was supported by grants from the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the National 
Initiative to Preserve America’s Dance 
(NIPAD). 

The earliest promotional film of Check 
Your Body at the Door initiated international 
tours, workshops, university seminars and 
the merging of dancers of the downtown 
concert scene with the house club scene 
and international house festivals.  Initially 
directed by videographer, Streb dancer 
and house dancer/skater, the late Michael 
Schwartz of Character Generators, filming 
was done in the clubs and at Lincoln Center’s 

Clark Studio Theater.  In 1995-6, Director/Editor Charles Atlas and Co-
Producer Barbara (Bobbi) Tsumagari joined the team.  Charles Gelber 
of Gelber Television gathered additional footage in the clubs, on the 
jobs and with dancers’ families.  Atlas directed wrap-up shooting at the 
clubs and studio, and completed his edited final rough-cut of the film in 
September 1999.  Post-production editing was completed in June 2011.

Above: Sally Sommer, Brahms LaFortune, Archie Burnett, and Alessandra Larson at the 30th Annual FRED and ADELE ASTAIRE Awards at the Skirball Center for the 
Performing Arts, NYC June 4, 2012. Photo by JONATHON ZIEGLER/PatrickMcMullan.com.

“I saw amazing artists 
and dancing in the dark.  
I longed for a dance film 
that showed the entire 

body and placed dancers 

at the heart of the matter” 
— Sally Sommer

VIRTUOSITY BECOMES IDENTITY 
SOMMER’S FILM GARNERS ASTAIRE AWARD NOMINATION
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DANCING IN THE CITY 

We have long touted the 
excellence of our FSU in NYC 
fall semester course of study 
for seniors and graduate 
students in the heart of dance, 
New York City.  The classes, the 
performances, the internships, 
the connections!  The 
opportunities and value cannot 
be overstated.  We thought this 
year we might show you that it is 
fun too!

1. One of the many performances attended.  Alumna Tori Sparks 
(front-left) in the runaway hit / dance experience Sleep No More. 2. 
New York Live Arts where they saw Bill T. Jones. 3. Anything Goes! 4.  
Limon Company performance in Battery Park. 5. Noles are everywhere! 
Saloon-NYC during the Seminole Club of NY game day event. 6. 
Celebration after FSU in NYC showcase performance at Fraunces 
Tavern.

1

2

3

4

5

6
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A single message runs through Dan Wagoner’s 
life, and he gives that message to his students. It 
has to do with seeing the connection between 
the love of pure movement and the decision to 
live the life of an artist.

“I tell them to go to the pure thing, the 
central thing that excites you and stimulates 
you, and then allow yourself the chance to 
do it,” Wagoner says, acknowledging that “it’s 
hard to actually do that, because you also have 
to worry about paying the bills, but it can be 
done with focus and dedication.”  

“It’s very stimulating for me to work with 
young dancers, to see their excitement, and I 
remember myself at that age, when I was just 
trembling to get to the studio and dance.” 
He says, “There’s an exhilaration in dance. It’s 
a high, and the only way you can get to it is 
through daily training, through learning to 
trust your instincts and work with your body.”

Wagoner’s students have accepted his message 
as his gift to them, as well as the example of the 
way he lives his own life. The much-celebrated 
choreographer and FSU dance professor lives 
as close to the land for as much of the year 
as he can, in an 18th century West Virginia 
farmhouse without electricity or running 
water, so that he can be physically closer to the 
beauty that inspires him.

This past summer, former FSU graduate 
student and now San Francisco-based 
choreographer Michelle Fletcher (MFA 2008) 
organized The Dan Wagoner Project, an effort 
to honor him at his favorite place. Fletcher, 
who runs her own dance company Here 
Now Dance Collective, raised over $5000 in 
funding through indiegogo.com and worked 
with FSU dance alumni Michelle Kinny (BFA 
2008), Andrew Chapman (BFA 2010) and 
Kit McDaniel (BFA 2009) to make the film. 
Fletcher calls the project her “love letter to 
Dan, and a gift to all of us who crave a tangible 
artifact of him, besides their own body memory 
of what Dan has taught us.”

“I really equate my bravery to choreograph 
and continue my creative work in San 
Francisco to Dan’s investment and time spent 
in mentoring me. For this and all he is as an 
individual and dance maker, I love him,” 
Fletcher says. 

“There are many San Francisco Bay Area 
dance makers who are part of Wagoner’s 
dance family tree — Margaret Jenkins, Remy 
Charlip, Janice Garrett — and then there are 
all the students who study under Garrett, 
Jenkins, and Fletcher in San Francisco, who do 
not even realize who Dan Wagoner is…yet he 
is part of them, influencing the way they move 

at this very moment.” 
Now approaching retirement, Wagoner 

says his advancing age causes some movement 
issues, but “I still love to compose movement 
and live vicariously through the dancers.

FSU has such beautiful facilities, and the 
talent coming to the university gets better all 
the time. That and the fact that the people 
in power at the university so obviously want 
the arts to excel – it’s wonderful to be in an 
atmosphere where there is that positive feeling.” 

“There’s an 
exhilaration in dance. 
It’s a high, and the 
only way you can get 
to it is through daily 
training, through 
learning to trust your 
instincts and work 
with your body.” 
— Dan Wagoner

TRUST IN YOURSELF AND ART WILL FOLLOW
A TRIBUTE TO DAN WAGONER

The Dan Wagoner Film Project is still looking to 
raise $2,500 for editing and composer fees. If you 
are interested in supporting this project, please 
contact HNDC at herenowdance@gmail.com

Above: Dan Wagoner. Photo by Marc Ray. Right: Yeman Brown performing in Wagoner’s One Thing After the 
Other. Photo by Jon Nalon.



The FSU dancers came to Paris with open minds to explore 
and experience everything Paris had to offer.  In the course 
of four weeks, they studied technique with a variety of 
distinguished teachers and took master classes in Baroque dance 
and the Isadora Duncan technique. We were treated to special 
backstage tours of the Moulin Rouge and the Palais Garnier and 
our guest lecturer, Christophe Boïcos, charmed us with tea and 
biscuits at his gallery in the Bastille area, followed by a guided 
tour of the Musée D’Orsay.  

Our days were filled with adventure and history, but my 
personal goal beyond the courses was to provide a canvas where 
the dancers would feel safe in their environment and willing to 
explore on their own.  They did!  Within a few days they could 
all navigate the Metro, and off they went, inventing their own 
agendas and delving into personal interests.

The dancers’ enthusiasm, use of space, ability to pick up 
movement quickly and overall politeness charmed everyone we 
encountered. Thanks to all who contributed to training this very 
special group of young people and to the support of the FSU 
International Program and the Académie Américaine de Danse 
de Paris (AADP). The dancers were true ambassadors for the 
School of Dance and Florida State University.

Joyce Fausone - June, 2012 
Paris Program Director

“I enjoyed very much teaching this group - 
they were so friendly and so kind and so very 
receptive - besides also being such brilliant 
dancers and learners…..”

Barbara Kane, Master Class in Isadora Duncan technique at 
the Académie Américaine de Danse de Paris

LETTER FROM PARIS
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Women’s Resistance 
Choreographer: Jawole Zollar 
Dancers: Iman Barnes, Tabytha Bates, Jenna Del Monte, Michelle 
Russell, Cassidy Samelian, Jade Treadwell

all, none, or 
Choreographer: Lauren Slone 
Dancers: Ashley Anduiza, Hope Gaines

There After 
Choreographer: Mary Schindler 
Dancers: Joanna Blake, Emma Lalor

Reflect: MUSE 
Choreographer: Rachel S. Hunter 
Dancer: Rachel S. Hunter 

2011-2012 SEASON IN PHOTOS
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Ragged 
Choreographer: Tim Glenn 
Dancer: Jenna Del Monte

Doven Souls 
Choreographer: Tim Glenn 
Dancers: Ashley D’Amboise, Shiloh Hodges, Mariah Morris, Jade Treadwell, Emily Wolfe

Solo Sketch 
Choreographer: Lauren Slone 
Dancer: Yeman Brown
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How to Look when you’re not 
Looking for love 
Choreographer: Liz Saluke 
Dancers: Liz Saluke, Scott 
Curley, Jenna Del Monte, 
Katie Lupke, Michelle Russell

One Thing After the Other  
Choreographer: Dan Wagoner 
Dancers: Harper Addison and Yeman Brown

On May 2, 2012, FSU Dance descended upon the Ailey Citigroup 
Theatre in New York to set up and rehearse for a single showcase 
performance to be held at 7:30 that evening. The performance and 
the following reception were a part of FSU’s NYC Arts Week, a series 
of performances and presentations highlighting the excellence of the 
arts programs at FSU.  

The repertoire was chosen from recent works and designed to 
feature examples of choreography by faculty, alumni, undergraduate, 
and graduate students, and all performed by our amazing students.  
Student works included undergraduate Thryn Saxon’s Wired In, and 
graduate students Brittany Grimm and Lauren Slone’s Restricted Grace 
and Solo Sketch respectively. To represent alumni work, we featured 
Maria Bauman’s Stand along with Jawole Zollar’s Women’s Resistance. 
(We are always glad to count Jawole twice, as an alumni and faculty.)  
Also on the faculty side, Tim Glenn’s Ragged featured graduate student 
Jenna Del Monte, who performed in four of the seven works of the 
evening. The anticipation of Dan Wagoner’s new work, One Thing 
After the Other, brought out Elena Hecht of Dance Magazine.  Their 
August issue featured a story on the entire event.

Following the concert, about 150 of our extended FSU Dance 
family met to mingle and socialize at the Bourbon Street Grill.  
This reception was sponsored by the FSU Alumni Association and 
organized by Kari Gonthier (BFA 2008).  Devon Kelly (BFA 2010) 
wrote following the event “I felt so incredibly happy and fortunate 
to see the FSU show in NYC and have the chance to reconnect with 
Alumni and current Seminoles. What a great venue and amazing 
relationship FSU has with NYC. It is really something special.”

PERFORMANCE AT AILEY!

[Mis]communicated 
Choreographer:  Trent D. Williams, Jr. 
Dancers:  Yeman Brown, Michelle Chong, Scott Curley, 
Katie Lupke, Michelle Russell, Kiya Schnorr
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FSU students submitted two pieces for adjudication in this year’s 
southeastern conference of the American College Dance Festival, and 
both fared beautifully; There After, choreographed by Mary Schindler, 
and Hearts of Sheep, choreographed by Harper Addison, were selected 
for inclusion in the conference’s gala performance. 

Both Schindler and Addison are second-year MFA candidates. 
Unlike most schools, Florida State has long held a policy of submitting 
only student work for adjudication. 

“The School of Dance faculty feel that it is more important, as well 
as fair, to provide the students with this opportunity for feedback on 
their work, than that of well established, professional faculty and guest 
choreographers,” says Russell Sandifer, who co-chairs the School of 
Dance.

Undergraduate student Thryn Saxon also presented work during 
the informal concert, and faculty and graduate students offered classes 
covering a variety of topics.

To top off the trip, Addison’s Hearts of Sheep was one of three works 
selected from the region to go on to the national festival, held at the 
Terrace Theater of the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., over 
Memorial Day weekend. Hearts of Sheep was one of eleven student 
works to be presented. So important is this experience to the students 
that Addison flew back from the school’s summer program in Paris 
to participate. Both of these trips were made possible by the generous 
support of the Friends of Dance.

Sarasota, Saturday afternoon, mid-October 2011: In the piece 23 
dancers x 56 folds, FSU student dancers in white T-shirts and gray shorts 
performed as part of the Ringling International Arts Festival. This 
half-hour work celebrated the architectural design and environmental 
soundscape of the artist Zimoun. Six MFA student choreographers 
— Keisha Calderon, Loren Davidson, Brittany Grimm, Rachel S. 
Hunter, Lauren Slone and Lauren Smith — exchanged their individual, 
yet cohesive perceptions of the artist’s work, resulting in a creative 
collaboration, an exploration of individual perception and collective 
movement in choreographic response to Zimoun’s kinetic architecture. 

Dancers Harper Addison, Ashley Anduiza, Iman Barnes, Megan 
Callaghan, Loren Davidson, Emily Floyd, Hope Gaines, Brittany 
Grimm, Savannah Heineken, Shiloh Hodges, Rachel S. Hunter, 
Amanda Jonaitis, Jamie Melaragno, Nicole Morris, Christina Ramos, 
Cassidy Samelian, Kim Savarino, Thryn Saxon, Gabby Shaul, Lauren 
Slone, Lauren Smith and Jade Treadwell performed in the piece. Their 
presentation began inside the museum’s permanent collection gallery 
and gradually worked its way to the outdoor courtyard before an 
audience of about 150 people. After breaking into six sections and 
reforming in front of a statue of David, they reversed the sequence 
and made their way back up the museum steps to applause from an 
appreciative crowd. Iman Barnes, Joanna Blake, and Savannah Heineken perform 23 dancers 

x 56 folds. Photo by Carol Davidson.

THE RINGLING/ASOLO CONNECTION

AMERICAN COLLEGE 
DANCE FESTIVAL

MFA Harper Addison’s “Hearts of Sheep” was selected to go to ACDFA 
nationals. Dancers: Kristen Bernier, Shiloh Hodges, Thryn Saxon, and 
Leah Voyles. Photo by Jon Nalon.



24  -  FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

 » Jen Atkins (MA 2003) earned a First 
Year Assistant Professor (FYAP) award 
and a CRC Planning Grant to work 
on the ongoing development of two 
separate, book-length manuscripts. She 
also presented research at the annual 
Congress on Research in Dance (CORD) 
conference in November, taught a class 
on Bollywood film at the ACDFA 
Southeast Conference hosted by Darton 
College, and published an article about 
masculinity in New Orleans Jazz Funerals 
in The Journal of American Culture.

 » This summer Anjali Austin co-
presented her ongoing research, “Where 
Are The Black Ballet Dancers in 
America.....Continuing the Discussion,” 
at the CORPS de Ballet International 
conference at Jacob’s Pillow in Becket, 
Massachusetts. Ms. Austin then traveled 
to Durham, North Carolina where she 
taught ballet and GYROKINESIS® at 
the America Dance Festival (ADF).  A 
highlight of her summer was a month-
long visit to Japan, where she taught 
GYROTONIC® and interacted with 
dance and movement artists in Tokyo and 
Osaka.

 » Last year, The Suzanne Farrell Ballet 
celebrated its 10th Anniversary by 
performing Balanchine’s Diamonds at 
the Kennedy Center and in Sarasota, 
as part of the company’s Artistic 
Partnership program, with Sarasota 
Ballet. The company’s 10th Anniversary 
tour kicked off with an engagement at 
The Joyce Theater in New York City.  
Since its formation, The Suzanne Farrell 
Ballet has performed annually at the 
Kennedy Center and both nationally 
and internationally with a repertoire that 
has grown to more than thirty ballets 
by George Balanchine, Jerome Robbins 
and Maurice Béjart. This season, in 
addition to its annual Kennedy Center 
engagement November 7-11, 2012, The 
Suzanne Farrell Ballet will present two 
performances at the Royal Opera House 
in Muscat, Oman February 7-8 2013. 
Repertory will include audience favorites 
Divertimento No. 15 (Balanchine/Mozart), 
and Agon (Balanchine/Stravinsky) 
as well as Intermezzo from Brahms-
Schoenberg Quartet (Balanchine/Brahms, 

orch. Schoenberg) and Valse-Fantaisie 
(Balanchine/Glinka), which are company 
premieres this season. Royal Opera House 
Muscat is the leading arts and culture 
organization in the Sultanate of Oman. 
Located in Muscat, Oman, the vision of 
the Opera House is to serve as a center of 
excellence in global cultural engagement.  
The company will be working and taking 
class at FSU October 1-12, 2012, and 
Ms. Farrell will return in February to 
work with FSU students and to hold her 
annual community ballet workshop.

 » Joyce Fausone (MFA 1974) traveled 
with 7 graduate students and 10 
undergraduates as part of the first Dance 
In Paris Summer Study Abroad program, 
a culmination of two years of preparation. 
The dancers were immersed in a program 
combining technique classes at various 
venues in Paris with a course in special 
topics related to dance history and the 
cultural sites Paris has to offer.

 » Tim Glenn inaugurated the new Tech 
Studio in the Fall of 2011. He continued 
his work in concert dance documentation 
with the Paul Taylor Dance Company 
at SUNY-Purchase. He engaged in a 
choreographic residency at the College 
of Lake County in Grayslake, IL, where 
he created a movement sketch for Doven 
Souls. Later in the spring, Glenn designed 
the multimedia version of Doven Souls for 
the Evening of Dance concert. Glenn’s 
solo, Ragged, was performed by Jenna 
Del Monte at Days of Dance in the fall, 
and at the Ailey Citigroup Theater in 
NYC in May. Recent MFA graduate 
Sarah Harkness-Sebastian also performed 
Ragged in Valencia, Spain. 
 
In February, Glenn was invited by 
Internet2 to present Dance Telematics: 
Integrating Movement and Internet 
Technologies at the Workshop on 
Performing Arts Production over 
Advanced Networks in Miami, FL. This 
year Glenn  also taught  at the FSU 
Dance Summer Intensive Workshop and 
curated Dance on Camera–Tallahassee. 
In October 2012, Glenn will present 
a new multi-media work, Triptych, at 
the Dance Gallery Festival in Houston, 
TX, and will create a  new work while 

FACULTY UPDATES

LYNDA DAVIS RECEIVES 
LIFETIME AWARD

SOD retired faculty member Lynda Davis 
has received the Florida Dance Association’s 
Lifetime Award, recognizing her extensive 
performing, choreographing, directing and 
teaching experience that encompasses both 
the professional and educational dance worlds. 

Davis accepted the award at the Florida 
Dance Festival in Tampa in June, from Florida 
Dance Association Director Bill Doolin at an 
event that also included a performance in her 
honor: Alumna Meg Griffin Schriffen (MFA 
2007) performed Davis’ choreography to 
“Fantasy On Dark Eyes” by Nadja Salerno-
Sonnenburg and Sergio and Odair Assad. 

Davis is a former member of the Gloria 
Newman Dance Theatre and a featured dancer 
with the Bella Lewitzky Dance Company. She 
has served as Artistic Director and Dean of 
the Dance School at the California Institute 
of the Arts. Along with Clay Taliaferro and 
Carol Warner, she co-directed, performed and 
toured extensively with the Theatre Dance 
Trio. 

Davis has toured widely with solo concerts 
and has choreographed and taught at many 
festivals and dance residency events. She has 
choreographed and directed a series of eight 
dance films related to technical training, 
improvisational skills and choreographic 
source materials. 

Davis was a part of the SOD faculty for 35 
years, where she held the rank of Professor 
of Contemporary Dance and was Artistic 
Director of Dance Repertory Theatre (1985-
2011). Davis received the Professional 
Excellence Program Award for Excellence in 
Teaching; the Teaching Incentive Program 
Award; the Committee on Faculty Research 
Support Award; the University Teaching 
Award; was recognized for creative excellence 
by the Florida State University College of 
Visual Arts, Theatre and Dance; and was 
honored by a named professorship, the Nellie-
Bond Dickinson Professorship.



SCHOOL OF DANCE   -  25 

in residence at the Fine Arts Center in 
Greenville, SC. The South Carolina 
residency will include a presentation, 
Dance Technology as a Profession—Moving 
Beyond Traditional Roles in the Field of 
Dance. 

 » Gerri Houlihan continues as Co-
Dean for the School of the American 
Dance Festival along with James Frazier 
(MFA 1994). In the past year she has 
also served as director and teacher at the 
Henan Normal University in the Peoples 
Republic of China, directed and taught for 
the ADF winter intensive in New York, 
taught for the southeastern conference of 
the American Dance Festival Association, 
and had a two week residency in Seoul, 
Korea. Her choreography was presented 
here in Tallahassee, and as part of the 
Savannah Dance Festival.

 » Rick McCullough displayed the 
photographic exhibition “American 
Dance Festival 2010/2011 and other 
Dance Photography” at the Florida State 
University Museum of Fine Arts.  He 
staged Cool Tunes for FSU SOD’s Days 
of Dance. He was the artist in residence 
for the dance department at Virginia 
Commonwealth University and continued 
as Artistic Director of The Tallahassee 
Ballet, producing and choreographing 
Evening of Music and Dance, a full length 
Nutcracker, and an original full-length 
production of Rapunzel. He was a guest 
teacher and choreographer for Dreyfoos 
High School of the Performing Arts 
in West Palm Beach, where he taught 
master classes and choreographed a new 
work.  During the summer he taught for 
the FSU SOD Summer Intensive, the 
University of North Carolina School of 
the Arts School of Dance Summer Session 
and the Regional Dance America Craft of 
Choreography Conference.   
 
This will be his last season as Artistic 
Director for The Tallahassee Ballet.  
Evening of Music and Dance will 
be a retrospective of 25 years of his 
choreography.  He will produce Nutcracker 
at Ruby Diamond Concert Hall, and will 
stage his full-length Beauty and the Beast 
at Nancy Smith Fichter Dance Theatre in 
May.

 » Anthony Morgan‘s time away from 
Tallahassee in 2012 has included teaching 
at Simon Fraser University, assisting with 
Dancers Dancing, his partner’s Vancouver-
based company, and pursuing his musical 
interests.   He looks forward to creating 
new choreography to the music of John 
Cage, performed by College of Music 
faculty David Kalhous, for the Cage 
Centenary celebrations.

 » While continuing her duties as Co-
Chair of the School of Dance, Patty 
Phillips (MM 1969) will serve on the 
Commission on Accreditation for the 
National Association of Schools of Dance, 
the accrediting body for dance in higher 
education. The highlight of her year in 
Tallahassee remains her role as Artistic 
Director of An Evening of Dance. Moving 
to the Fall semester, EOD promises works 
by two guest artists, Danny Clifton and 
Alex Ketley, and four works by resident 
faculty artists.

 » In addition to his creative work and 
duties at FSU (including creating a 17’ 
x 50’ reflecting pool on stage), Russell 
Sandifer co-presented a session on music 
licensing at the National Association 
of Schools of Dance, and designed two 
programs for the Suzanne Farrell Ballet at 
the Kennedy Center, and one program at 
the Joyce. He looks forward to traveling 
to Oman with the company in February 
of 2013.  

 » Tricia Young was appointed to a second 
term on editorial board of University 
Presses of Florida, and taught in FSU 
International Programs in Valencia, Spain.

 » Jawole Zollar (MFA 1979), award 
winning choreographer, Director of 
Urban Bush Women, and now 2011-12 
Lawton professor, continued her busy 
schedule.  In the fall of 2011, Jawole 
and co-choreographer Nora Chipaumire 
premiered the work Visible/Invisible at 
Harlem stage in New York.  This past 
summer, Jawole and Urban Bush Women 
held their Summer Institute, now held in 
New Orleans, and she began work on a 
new collaboration with Liz Lerman. 

SHEILA HUMPHREYS RETIRES

Sheila Humphreys, Associate Professor 
in the School of Dance, retired at the end of 
the Spring 2012 term, after 15 years teaching 
ballet and ballet repertory. She has now 
relocated to Sarasota, Florida. 

Sheila was perhaps best known for her soloist 
and corps de ballet roles in the Royal Ballet 
of London, England from 1958 to 1973. 
Notable roles included the Queen Mother in 
both The Sleeping Beauty (Petipa/Ivanov) and 
Swan Lake (Petipa), Giselle’s Mother in Giselle 
(Coralli/Perot), Mrs. Lovett in Sweeney Todd 
(Cranko),  and Love in Checkmate (de Valois).

Major roles created for Sheila in the 
repertoire of the Royal Ballet are the role 
of Governess in Kenneth Macmillan’s The 
Invitation and that of Theada Bara in Joseph 
Layton’s The Grand Tour.  From 1981 – 1984, 
Sheila also performed with The Scottish Ballet.

Sheila served as Ballet Mistress for the Royal 
Ballet School, The Scottish Ballet Company, 
and The London Dance Center before coming 
to the United States. She also was a principal 
dancer in the Matt Mattox Company and 
served as assistant to Matt Mattox. 

In 1992 Sheila relocated to the US, 
performing in the Sacramento Ballet Company 
in California for eight years, and running her 
own ballet school in Auburn, CA. She joined 
the ballet faculty in the School of Dance in 
1997 and became Associate Professor in 
2002. While here, she shared many repertory 
experiences for qualified dancers, as well as her 
particular strengths as a director and coach of 
classical repertoire.

Sheila’s classes were always rigorous and 
demanding, but they also were laced with 
much love and great fun! She will be greatly 
missed, and we all wish her well.
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 » Robert Atwood (MFA 1992) teaches 
ballet at The Ailey School, the Zena 
Rommett Dance Institute, and for the 
Joffrey/New School BFA program. He 
also is Adjunct Assistant Professor at 
Manhattan Marymount College.

 » Hannah Barnard (BFA 2012) is moving 
to NYC to work as a freelance dance 
artist. Her debut performance will be in 
November at Dixon Place, an experimental 
theater in Lower Manhattan. She’ll be one 
of twelve emerging choreographers selected 
to present original choreography through 
Dixon Place’s ‘Under Exposed’ series.

 » Diane Cahill Bedford (MFA 2010) has 
just finished her second year of teaching at 
San Jacinto College in Houston. This past 
year, her choreography Herd Instinct was 
accepted and performed in the WestFest 
Dance Festival in NYC and her work 
Scatter was accepted and performed at the 
Brazos Contemporary Dance Festival in 
College Station, Texas. She also performed 
an original solo in the Dance Gathering in 
downtown Houston and collaborated on 
dance movement for metal artist Jeffrey 
McGee’s body sculptures, performed at 
Rice University. Her photographs were 
included in the exhibition, The American 
Dance Festival: A Photographic Essay at 
FSU Museum of Fine Arts. (pictured 
opposite page top)

 » Nate Buchsbaum (BFA 2011) has 
performed with Amalgamate Dance 
Company and with Josh Reaver (BFA 
2011) and Megan Thornburg (BFA 
2011) at Movement Research and the 
NewGrounds Dance Festival in Tampa. 
He is currently on tour with Pilobolus 
Dance Theatre in Europe. 

 » Kristen Buchs Calendrille (MFA 1993) 
teaches and choreographs at a dance studio 
in Seatuket, New York after three years 
of performing in and around NYC with 
Manhattan Tap. (2nd image opposite page)

 » Kim Caruthers (BFA 1979) has been 
teaching yoga to young adults with special 
needs in the South Florida area for the last 
20 years. 

 » Angela McDonough DiFiore (MFA 
2006) is Adjunct Professor of Dance at 
University of Florida School of Theater 
and Dance.

 » Alyson Dolan (BFA 2008) entered 
her third season as company member 
and rehearsal director with Fuzión Dance 
Artists, with whom she presented her own 
work at the Florida Dance Festival, South 
Carolina Contemporary Dance Festival, 
and in Nashville. She also joined the 
dance faculty at St Petersburg College and 
completed her third year on the faculty 
at Booker High School in the Dance 
Department.  (3rd image opposite page)

 » Michelle Fletcher’s (MFA 2008) 
company, Here Now Dance Collective, 
premiered a dance theater piece, 
BurstNOW, at ODC Theater in July 2012. 
Fletcher’s company employs three SOD 
alumnae besides herself – BFA graduates 
Michelle Kinny (2008), Caitlin Hafer 
(2011) and Sarah Pomarico (2008). 
She worked this summer with mentor 
and FSU professor Dan Wagoner on a 
dance for camera film at his farm in West 
Virginia (see story, page 18). 

 » Daryl L. Foster (MFA 2005) has 
performed with Alabama Repertory Dance 
Theater, Southern Dance Works, DCDC2, 
Danstigate Dance Company, and Opus 
Dance Theater New York. He’s taught 
at the American Ballet Theater Summer 
Intensive, Dayton Contemporary Dance 
Company, Kennesaw State University, 
Agnes Scott College, Price Performing 
Arts Center, and Spelman College and is 
currently a part of the dance faculty at The 
University of Georgia.  

 » Kelly Hamilton (BFA 1998) has been 
performing as a showgirl/dancer in Jubilee! 
at Bally’s Las Vegas for nearly six years. 
She is a principal understudy and has been 
recently promoted to line captain. She also 
works for several production companies 
as production coordinator, choreographer, 
talent coordinator/manager. She is a 
licensed massage therapist with a specialty 
in craniosacral therapy. (4th image opposite)

 » Sarah Harkness-Sebastian (MFA 2011) 
has been teaching drama and modern 
dance at Caxton College in Valencia, 
Spain, and has collaborated with fellow 
artists and professors to perform at Tasia, 
a cafe and artists’ space in Valencia’s main 
city center. She also returned to FSU as 
a faculty member for the 2012 Summer 
Intensive Dance Workshop. She will be 
Assistant Professor of Dance at Santa Fe 
College this Fall.

 »  Jessica Ray Herzogenrath (MA 
2009) became a PhD candidate at Texas 
A&M University’s History Department 
in October 2011 and participated in the 
inaugural Mellon Summer Seminar in 
Dance Studies at Northwestern University 
this summer; she also received the Selma 
Jeanne Cohen Award from the Society 
of Dance History Scholars. She has also 
been dancing, teaching, choreographing 
through the Brazos Dance Collective in 
College Station, Texas. 

 » Liz Higgins (MFA 2003) recently 
created new work with Fuzion Dance 
Artists in Sarasota and taught at Sarah 
Lawrence and Hunter Colleges in New 
York. She is a member of the Nikolais 
Legacy Group, whose mission is to 
preserve the work and philosophies of 
20th century multi-media choreographer 
Alwin Nikolais, presenting at the Festival 
of the Moving Body Conference at SUNY 
Stonybrook this past winter. 

 » Andy Howard (MA 2009) dances with 
American Racket, an American clogging 
performance company he founded and 
directs. The company will represent the 
U.S. in Folkloriada, a festival organized 
by the International Council for Folklore 
Festival and Folk Arts Organizations.  He 
also teaches weekly classes for people living 
with Parksinson’s disease through the 
University of Florida. 

 » Rachael Inman (MFA 2003) is 
Specialty Instructor of Dance at Belhaven 
University, and Co-Founder of Fusion 
Dance Artists, Inc., based in Sarasota. 

ALUMNI UPDATES
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 » Lawrence Jackson (MFA 2007) 
is Assistant Professor of Dance at the 
University of Wyoming in Laramie, 
Wyoming. 

 » Millicent Johnnie (MFA 2007) is 
an Assistant Professor of Dance at the 
Meadows School of the Arts, Southern 
Methodist University.

 » Stephanie Johnson (BFA 2008) has 
worked for Royal Caribbean as part 
of the original cast for DreamWorks 
Experience, since November 2010. She 
has also worked on the Allure of the Seas, 
Liberty of the Seas and Oasis of the Seas 
in the Caribbean and Mediterranean 
as a character performer and wardrobe 
coordinator. She is currently in rehearsals 
for a dancer contract on the Majesty of the 
Seas and will be performing on the ship 
from June 11 to December 10th and also 
working as the wardrobe coordinator. 

 » Lela Aisha Jones’ (MFA 2004) 
company, Flyground, received funding 
from the  Swarthmore College Dance 
Department for the creation of a new 
work on lynching in the US called Street 
Grace Series: The Invisibility, which will be 
presented by the First Person Arts Festival 
in Philadelphia PA in Fall of 2012. She 
also teaches with liveconnections.org and 
Young Audiences New Jersey. 

 » Cindy Jones Kidder (BFA 1981) is the 
dance director at Fletcher High School in 
Neptune Beach, Florida, teaching ballet, 
jazz, and modern dance techniques. In 
2012, she debuted in Chicago, at Players 
By the Sea in Jacksonville. Cindy and 
husband Cyril Kidder, who ran track for 
FSU, have two children: David, a recent 
graduate of UCF who is working in two 
equity shows at Disney; and Lisa, a recent 
graduate of Douglas Anderson School of 
the Arts, who will begin her freshman year 
at FSU in the fall. 

 » Maxey Koch (Mia Kannapell) (BFA 
2010) moved to Chicago at the start 
of 2011, and since then has been a 
company member with Chicago Verge 
Dance Theatre, Esoteric Dance Project 

and Tapestry Dance Company. She has 
performed at Freelance Dance and the 
Belle Conference and was involved in 
a dance on film project, GLIMPSE, 
which was shown at Dance Films Kino 
in Chicago. Later in 2012, she’ll have a 
dancing role as a witch in Macbeth.

 » Jennifer Lent (MFA 2009) is about 
to begin her fourth year as Assistant 
Professor of Musical Theater and Dance 
at Christopher Newport University 
in Virginia.  She has also served as a 
Professor and Director of Dance at 
Western Carolina University in North 
Carolina, where she worked with Terrence 
Mann and Charlotte D’Amboise. She 
recently choreographed for Virginia Stage 
Company and was nominated for the 
KCACTF Award in Choreography for her 
work on the musical Steel Pier.  

 » Carla Lester (MFA 2006) teaches 
at Bethune-Cookman University in 
Daytona Beach, where she has been 
promoted to Associate Professor, Speech 
Communication & Theatre Arts, with 
tenure.  She is artistic director of the BCU 
Orchesis Dance Ensemble and serves as an 
adjunct in the dance program at Daytona 
State College.

 » Taz Loft (BFA 2009) continues to 
tour with MOMIX both nationally and 
internationally.

 » Jolie Long (MFA 1990) is an Associate 
Professor of Dance at Brenau University.

 » Judith Lyons (MFA 1974) lives in 
Tallahassee, enjoys hanging with her 
daughters and five grandchildren, teaching 
Tai Chi in the Miccosukee Land Co-op 
and is very active in a variety of capacities, 
including lay service leader at Temple 
Israel.

 » Cricket Mannheimer (BFA 1981) 
is starting her 28th year teaching at 
Tallahassee Dance Academy this fall.  She 
was featured in the January issue of Dance 
Studio Life Magazine as “Teacher in the 
Spotlight.” 
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 » Holly Matyas (MFA 2006) lives in 
Genoa, Italy with husband Giacomo 
Battarino and son Davide. A new addition 
to the family, a little brother for Davide, 
arrived this summer. Holly taught ballet 
and modern dance at the Tuscan Summer 
Dance Intensive alongside jazz dance 
teacher Vic diMonda of the Ailey School. 
(pictured opposite page top)   

 » Rhythm McCarthy (MFA 1991) is 
Guest Artist in Residence at the University 
of Arkansas.

 » Jillian Vincent McGough (BFA 2008) 
has worked with Rick McCullough at 
Tallahassee Ballet for the past three years; 
this year she has taken the performing 
arts director position at Holy Comforter 
Episcopal School. 

 » Constance McIntyre (MFA 2000) 
was featured on the cover of Dance 
Florida Magazine and appointed Adjunct 
Professor at Florida Atlantic University’s 
Department of Theater and Dance. She 
directed and produced “Called 2 Dance” 
and The Forgive & Live Campaign Dance 
Production at the Gusman Theater. 
(pictured opposite page 2nd row left)

 » Jessica Mayhew (MFA 2011) is an 
Adjunct Instructor at Santa Fe College in 
Gainesville, FL.

 » Peggy Mead (BFA 1991) is an MFA 
candidate in theatre design with a focus 
in lighting design at University of Iowa, 
where she also teaches with the Dance 
Forum in the University of Iowa Dance 
Department. 

 » Jamie Melaragno (BFA 2011) moved 
to Colorado and is dancing with a modern 
company in Boulder called 3rd Law 
Dance/Theater. 

 » Alix Miller (MFA 2001) is an Instructor 
in Dance at the University of Georgia.

 » Alyce Cristina Vallejo Moran (BFA 
2006) is now administrative and rehearsal 
assistant for Martha Connerton/Kinetic 
Works. She also continues to teach ballet 
and modern at the Charlotte School of 
Ballet and North Carolina Dance Theater. 
This spring she performed with the 
Charlotte Youth Ballet and CPCC Theater. 
She and her husband Matthew await the 
arrival of their first baby in November. 
(pictured opposite page bottom left)

 » Mary Lynn Morris (MFA 1998) is an 
Instructor of Dance at the University of 
South Florida. 

 » Adele Myers (MFA 2000) is Assistant 
Professor of Dance at Connecticut 
College.

 » Tara Shephard Myers (MFA 1997) is a 
Teaching Specialist at Emory University. 

 » Andy Noble (MFA 2008) was featured 
in an interview in the June issue of 
Dance Magazine.  Noble Motion Dance, 
directed by Andy and his wife Dionne 
Sparkman Noble, maintains a busy 
performance schedule which can be found 
at noblemotiondance.com. He is Assistant 
Professor of Dance at Sam Houston State 
University.

 » Jackie O’Toole (MFA 2010) lives in 
Los Angeles and is in her second year 
with the contemporary dance company 
KORdance and as dance faculty at 
AMDA’s LA campus. Her choreography 
has been featured in 2 AMDA showcases 
in Hollywood this past year.  

 » Kristen Tucker Paladino (MFA 2007) 
serves as a rehearsal assistant with Towson 
University’s new staging of Act II of 
Giselle, with fellow alumna Catherine 
Horta-Hayden (MFA 1998). She teaches 
ballet and contemporary classes, and 
choreographs sections of The Nutcracker 
for Lionville School of Dance’s 2012-
13 season. She continues to dance, 
choreograph, and teach for 180 Dance 
Company in the Philadelphia area.

 » Tom Pearson (BFA 1998/FSU in NYC 
adjunct faculty), Zach Morris (FSU 
in NYC adjunct faculty) and Jennine 
Willett, (MFA 1996), celebrated Third 
Rail Projects’ 10th anniversary season in 
2011/2012 with performances in New 
York, Los Angeles, and on tour. The 
company will premiere an extended run 
of a new evening-length site-specific and 
immersive theater experience housed 
inside an outpatient wing of what 
was once the Greenpoint Hospital in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn. Find out more 
and stay tuned at thirdrailprojects.com  
(opposite page 2nd row right - by Adam Jason)

 » Pam Pietro (BFA 1989) is Assistant 
Arts Professor at the Tisch School of the 
Arts at New York University. 

DESIREE AMADEO 
RECEIVES 2012 
URCCA AWARD

Desiree Amadeo, a School of Dance BFA 
junior, was awarded an FSU Undergraduate 
Research and Creative Activity Award 
(URCCA) for summer 2012. Sponsored 
by the Office of National Fellowships and 
the Office of Undergraduate Research, this 
$4000 award supports students conducting 
summer research or creative activity under 
the direction of a supervising faculty mentor. 

Desiree’s area of research is the influence of 
artistic activity on gender role development. 
The project began in spring 2012 with 
traditional research of several contemporary 
MANCC choreographers who confront 
issues of gender, film, stereotypes, children’s 
toys, and communication to children. Over 
the summer, Desiree explored these issues 
choreographically herself.  In late summer, 
she more fully developed her work through 
the Choreo Lab program at the prestigious 
Bates Summer Dance Intensive. She will 
present the results of her research at a 
symposium held in the fall semester on the 
FSU campus.

Since the inception of the URCAA awards 
in 2006, Desiree Amadeo is the fourth BFA 
dance major to receive the award. Other 
recipients were Aline Wachsmuth, BFA 
2008, Caitlin Hafer, BFA 2011, and Hannah 
Barnard, BFA 2012.
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 » Sandra Portal-Andreu (BFA 2002) 
received an MS in Movement Sciences 
from Barry University in 2007 and has 
recently published her thesis on the 
benefits of GYROTONIC® for low back 
pain. She has taught at the New World 
School of the Arts for nine years. She has 
danced with Josee Garant Dance for two 
years and has been choreographing for 
City Theatre for three years. She recently 
received a professional development grant 
through New World to study movement 
for acting at the Workcenter of Jerzy 
Grotowski and Thomas Richards in 
Pontedera, Italy.

 » Jessica Prohias (BFA 2002) is currently 
the administrative director for The Gelsey 
Kirkland Academy of Classical Ballet in 
NYC.  

 » Joshua Reaver (BFA 2011) is a member 
of three New York companies in New 
York —  Amalgamate Dance Company 
directed by alumna Alana Marie Urda 
(BFA 2004), Kinetic Architecture and 
Mari Meade Dance Company. He has also 
started Zenography Movement Company, 
presenting his own work at various venues 
around New York, and works as a video 
editor for Shen Wei Dance Arts. (pictured 
bottom right)

 » Meg Griffin Schriffen (MFA 2007) 
performed in June at the Florida Dance 
Festival in Tampa in honor of Lynda 
Davis (see story, page 25). She joined 
the Staibdance faculty for an intensive in 
Sorrento, Italy this summer for a third 
season. In the fall, she’ll return for a 
sixth year of teaching dance at Winthrop 
University in Rock Hill, South Carolina.

 » Jennia Plinke Shanley (BFA 2007) 
has performed with Staibdance in 
Atlanta,  served on the dance faculty 
at Baylor School and Ballet Tennessee 
in Chattanooga, and was a guest artist 
with various organizations. She and her 
husband (fellow FSU graduate Brendan 
Shanley) relocated to Orlando, where 
she joined the faculty at The Center for 
Contemporary Dance in Winter Park. 
She owns Ascension Dance LLC, which 
brings exciting dance education into early 
childhood learning centers. 

 » Erin St. John (BFA 1998) has enjoyed 
spending the year at home with her now 
15 month-old son Kelley. She recently 
purchased her first house with husband 

Carlos in Miramar, Florida and is looking 
forward to spending more time hosting 
family and friends from Canada.

 » Christine Taylor (BFA 1988) has been 
with Dancefusion for 23 years now. In 
November, she performed in an excerpt of 
Gloria, an iconic piece by Mary Anthony 
for Mary’s 95th birthday celebration.  

 » Vincent Thomas (MFA 1998) is 
Associate Professor of Dance at Towson 
University. 

 » Aline Wachsmuth (BFA 2008) based in 
San Francisco, is currently working with 
choreographer Alex Ketley on a project 
called No Hero (see story, page 6). She is 
a faculty member at the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Dance and has launched 
her practice called True Balance Rolfing in 
Sausalito, California.

 » Mary Love Ward (MFA 2011) was 
awarded an artistic residency at the Center 
for Contemporary Dance in Winter Park 
with the formation of her company Mary 
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Love Dance Projects; returned for a second 
year as a guest speaker for the annual SPEAR 
conference held at FSU, and set work on 
the Center for Contemporary Dance pre-
professional dance company this summer. 
She is an Adjunct Professor of modern dance 
at Valencia College in Orlando and Director 
of Dance at Midway Elementary School of 
the Arts, and has recently completed Pilates 
apparatus certification with The Physical 
Mind Institute.

 » DeMoya Watson (BFA 2001) recently 
earned an MA in arts management from 
George Mason University.  She lives in the 
Washington, DC metro area, where she will 
join Tony Award-winning Signature Theatre 
in a production of Dreamgirls this fall.  

 » Kathleen Wessell (MFA 2007) is an 
Adjunct Professor of Dance at Spelman 
College.

 » Kim Pattison Wild (MFA 1989) is 
Executive Director of St. John School of the 
Arts in St. John, US Virgin Islands. She also 
directs a summer camp for kids called KICK 
IT (Kids Impacting and Connecting with 
Kids through Informative Television).  

 » Tamara Williams’ (BFA 2006) new dance 
company, Tamara LaDonna Moving Spirits, 
Inc., has performed throughout NYC and 
in Charlotte, NC, and premiered Morning 
Honeysuckle, Sunday’s Greed at Dance New 
Amsterdam in June; the company will 
perform in the DUMBO Dance Festival 
in late September. She was awarded the 
2012 Makeda Thomas Artist Residency in 
Trinidad. (pictured below)

“Gratitude is the memory of the heart” 
– Jean Baptiste Marsieu 

As I look back over this past year, all I can say is thank you to a wonderful group 
of leaders in our local community who have given much to support FSU School 
of Dance and its students. Beginning with a gracious welcome to the parents of 
our students during Parents’ Weekend, to hosting a beautiful reception at our 
concluding Days of Dance concert, to serving and hosting at our annual Young 
Dancer’s Workshop, and finally to presenting another extravagant reception 
during our Evening of Dance concert weekend, the Friends of Dance board of 
directors has excelled in their efforts once again.  Not only do those efforts fund 
student scholarships for well-deserving students, but also our camaraderie fosters 
an ever-growing desire to see FSU School of Dance flourish and reach greater 
heights of excellence.  

As we conclude this year and look forward to the next, we are very excited about 
the new fund-raiser that we will sponsor in the spring of 2013.  Collaborating 
with Allies 4 Art we will present an evening of art and dance that we hope will 
become a tradition in years to come.  Even as Edgar Degas gleaned his inspiration 
for his art from dancers both on and off the stage, we hope to present an evening 
of art inspired by dance and invite the community to take part in its creation.

As I reflect on the quote above, I can truly say that because of the gratitude we 
have received this past year, our hearts, as the Friends of Dance Board of Directors, 
have been filled once again to serve FSU School of Dance in this upcoming year.

Robin Stuyverson, 
President 
Friends of Dance 

AN ANNUAL UPDATE FROM THE FRIENDS OF DANCE 

Friends of Dance awarded 16 scholarships 
for the academic year 2012-13 including 3 
men’s scholarships.  This summer Friends of 
Dance also awarded 5 summer scholarships to 
assist students to attend the Graham Summer 
Intensive in NYC, the American Dance 
Festival in Durham, N.C. and the FSU 
“Dance in Paris” program.

 » Lauren Lloyd Withhart (BFA 2001) 
is Artistic Director of withhart.dance.
projects, and premiered newest project 
Rite in Washington, D.C. this past 
season. (pictured right)

 » Lindsay Wood  (BFA 2006) made her 
Broadway debut this year in Wicked after 
touring as a performer and dance captain 
for the Broadway tour. Stefan Zubal 
(MFA 2011) is an Assistant Professor 
of Theatre and Dance at Seton Hill 
University and guest faculty in the Seton 
Hill University Community Dance 
Program.

 » Stefan Zubal (MFA 2011) is an 
Assistant Professor of Theatre and Dance 
at Seton Hill University and guest 
faculty in the Seton Hill University 
Community Dance Program.
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FRIENDS OF DANCE 
SCHOLARSHIPS

Academic  Year
 » Harper Addison  
 » Ashleigh Adamec 
 » Kim Diepold   
 » Elizabeth Homick  
 » Danielle Pata 
 » Amanda Porter
 » Kim Savarino                                  
 » Mary Schindler                    
 » Jade Treadwell
 » Trent Williams, Jr.                                

     
Summer 
 » Emma Alley    
 » Yeman Brown   
 » Danielle Fernandez  
 » Paige Melvin   
 » Cassidy Samelian               

              
Men’s Scholarship 
 » Yeman Brown 
 » Joe Cassanova  
 » Ben Howard                               

GRAHAM SUMMER 
INTENSIVE 
SCHOLARSHIP 

 » Danielle Fernandez 
 

D.J.M.T. O’BRIEN 
SCHOLARSHIP

 » Michelle Russell

THE FLORIDA STATE 
UNIVERSITY LEGACY 
FELLOWSHIP

 » Jeffrey Smith

THE FLORIDA STATE 
MEN’S PERFORMANCE 
SCHOLARSHIP

 » Julian Cabrera

 » Du’Bois Crockrom

NYC DICKENSON/SETTLE 
SCHOLARSHIP 

 » Tabytha Bates 
 » Ashley D’Amboise
 » Loren Davidson  
 » Jenna Del Monte
 » Shiloh Hodges
 » LaKeisha Mackey

WILSON-AUZENNE 
GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIP 
FOR MINORITIES

 » Trent Williams, Jr.

HOWELL L. FERGUSON 
& SHARON MAXWELL-
FERGUSON SCHOLARSHIP

 » Jee Eun Ahn
 » Emily Wolfe 

2012/2013 
SCHOLARSHIPS

GIFTS THAT 
CHANGE LIVES

Every gift to the School of Dance makes an 
impact on the experiences we provide to our 
students. From visiting choreographers and teachers 
to student scholarships and fellowships your 
generosity improves the quality of these experiences.  

One example of such a gift was made in 2006 
by a couple of our very special benefactors, Howell 
L. Ferguson and Sharon Maxwell-Ferguson.  The 
Fergusons endowed a scholarship and their gift 
continues to make a direct impact on the lives of our 
student recipients.  This year’s award was presented 
to two students, Jee Eun Ahn (pictured left) in our 
MFA program and Emily Wolfe (pictured above) in 
our BFA program.  

In addition to her philanthropy, Sharon is a 
wonderful volunteer who has also organized a 
benefit performance for the School of Dance and 
the Thomasville Community Resource Center.  We 
hope you will consider joining us at the Thomasville 
Center for the Arts in Thomasville, GA on October 
25th for a special evening featuring Jawole Zollar 
and the dancers of FSU.  All of us in the School of 
Dance would like to thank Howell and Sharon for 
their never-ending support and recognize them for 
the life-changing difference their efforts have made!

Big or small, your generosity changes lives.  
We would like to make a special plea to our 
alumni.  When you look at the national rankings 
of universities one of the measuring sticks is 
alumni giving – not necessarily by amount but by 
participation.  While we all know that Florida State’s 
School of Dance has an outstanding faculty and 
incredible facilities you can help us leap to the top 
by making an annual contribution. Please consider 
making FSU even stronger, with any gift you see fit 
to give. 

You can make a gift online at cvatd.fsu.edu or if 
you would like more information on how you can 
create a lasting impact on our program by making 
a gift, a pledge, or a planned gift in support of 
the School of Dance, please call Fred Salancy at 
850.644.3911 or Ashley Cortese at 850.645.9560. 
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SCHOOL OF DANCE 2012-2013 PERFORMANCE CALENDAR 
For more information, including ticket prices and curtain times, please visit dance.fsu.edu/Events. For tickets to all events, please visit  
tickets.fsu.edu. (Except where noted, all performances will be held in the Nancy Smith Fichter Dance Theatre)

 » MFA Concert, Loren Davidson & Trent Williams, October 19 & 20

 » An Evening of Dance, November 30 & December 1

 » Fall Showings, December 5

 » MFA Concert, Harper Addison & Jenna Del Monte, February 1 & 2

 » MFA Concert, Paige Melvin, Jade Treadwell & Mary Schindler, March 1 & 2

 » Spring Showings, April 4-6

 » Days of Dance, April 19, 20, 26, 27

RELATED DANCE EVENTS:

 » Emily Johnson’s  world premiere of Niicugni (Listen), September 21  Co-Presented by MANCC & 7 Days of Opening Nights

 » A Benefit for FSU Dance & The Thomasville Community Resource Center, October 25 Thomasville, GA

 » Kyle Abraham / Abraham in Motion Boyz N The Hood: Pavement , February 14 Presented by 7 Days of Opening Nights 
  
 FSU Dance at the Historic Asolo Theatre, March 22 & 23 Sarasota, FL


